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This article will look back on three proposed road projects to connect the San Fernando and Santa Clarita 

valleys to the beach, Saugus to the Sea, Reseda to the Sea, and Knudsen Parkway.  They were described as 

“scenic highways”, but for various reason never came to pass.   

Saugus to the Sea  

On January 3
rd

 1926, Chambers of Commerce of Santa Monica-

Ocean Park and 18 Chambers from the San Fernando Valley met 

with County officials to improve Topanga Canyon Blvd from the 

ocean to the Ventura Blvd.  They also endorsed the extension of 

Topanga Canyon through Owensmouth, Chatsworth, and Saugus. 

As we know, the route from the beach to Chatsworth has been 

completed, but what happened to the extension through the Santa 

Susana Mountains? 

On March 30
th

 1926, the article to the far right described 30

engineers and prominent valley residents travelling up Brown’s 

canyon to the top of the Santa Susana Range.  They left Chatsworth 

School in automobiles and enjoyed a dinner of barbecued steaks at 

the summit. 

On September 7th 1926, the 

article directly to the right 

describes what is called the 

third link, connecting 

Topanga between Roscoe 

and Chatsworth, a distance 

of three miles.   

A March 23
rd

 1927 article

(not shown here) stated that 

“the preliminary view of the 

situation is that one of the 

two routes through the 

Johnson ranch will be 

selected.” 

Historic Note 1: This link 

was completed in 1931.   

A December 1931 Van 

Nuys News article, with 

a picture of Topanga 

Canyon Blvd at Nordoff, 

announced 

the connection of Santa 

Susana Pass with 

Ventura Blvd. 



   

On May 26
th

 1927, (article far right) “Saugus to the Sea” 

proponents were to meet at a banquet at  the Chatsworth Women’s 

clubhouse, with President N.A. Gray and Secretary Ernest L. 

Johnson of the Chatsworth Chamber of Commerce presiding. 

 

 

On June 16
th

 1927, 

the article to the 

immediate right 

described the distance 

through the mountains 

to Saugus as 17 ½ 

miles. 

 

Several routes would 

be suggested based on 

the shortest route, the 

one of easiest 

construction, and the 

one with the slightest 

grade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historic Note 2: The Chatsworth Women’s club was a brick 

building built in 1924 and known as the Lombardi building.  

It was on the southwest corner of Devonshire and 

Owensmouth.  It is no longer there, and has been replaced by 

a strip mall. 



A July 17
th

 1927 article (not shown here) mentions in part that Supervisor Henry Wright has promised that the 

Chatsworth-Saugus survey will be made without delay. 

 

A January 20
th

 1928 article (not shown here) mentions that surveyors are working on the roadway from 

Chatsworth to Castaic/Saugus. 

 

 

 

 

 

The February 23
rd

 1931 article to the right reported the cost of the 

project at $555,000, and stated that State aid will be suggested to help 

fund the project.  

 

An April 16
th

 1931 article (not shown here) states that “deeds for the 

entire 13 miles of right-of-way necessary for the road have been 

prepared by the County Surveyor and are now in the hands of the 

Associated Chambers, who plan to interview the property owners.” 

 

No mention of the project is 

reported again until October 16
th

 

1955, when the article to the right 

breathes new life into the project.   

 

This article is followed by a June 

21
st
 1956 article (not shown here), 

stating that  

“procurement of right-of-way will 

be difficult and will take an 

estimated minimum of two 

years….Detention camp personnel 

will be utilized for the construction 

of the road, thereby holding the 

total cost of the project to a 

minimum.  Minimum construction 

time for the completed road is 

estimated to be 10 years.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And that is the last mention of the Saugus to the Sea Road.  For a more 

in-depth look at Saugus to the Sea, please visit the website 

https://www.elsmerecanyon.com/saugustosea/saugustosea.htm 

 

  

Historic Note 3: The Great Depression began after the stock 

market crash of October 1929, and lasted until 1939. 

https://www.elsmerecanyon.com/saugustosea/saugustosea.htm


Reseda to the Sea 

 

A Dec 12
th

 1938 article (not 

shown here), reported that 

eight businessmen from 

Tarzana attended a joint 

Tarzana, Northridge and 

Reseda Chambers of 

Commerce meeting and 

proposed to further the 

project of “Reseda Boulevard 

to the Sea” 

 

On January 26
th

 1939, the 

article (seen at right) 

discussed early plans for the 

roadway. 

 

 

The August 29
th

, 1940 article 

(partially seen at right) 

heralded that Prisoners were to 

Build the Scenic Highway, that 

was to traverse ten miles of 

beautiful virgin territory from 

Ventura Blvd to Rustic 

Canyon, offering a better 

highway than Topanga and a 

more direct route than 

Sepulveda Blvd. 

 

The project was not reported 

on again until November 11
th

 

1950, when a State Senate 

committee met to discuss a plea for state aid in constructing a six lane, high speed boulevard on a right of way 

acquired by the city.  During the meeting, Pacific Palisades residents were dissatisfied with the plan to join 

Reseda Blvd with Sunset Blvd at Will Rogers Park. 

 

A March 10
th

, 1957 article discussed the debate on a proposal to route the Reseda to the Sea Freeway down 

Temescal Canyon, which conflicted with plans to build the Pacific Palisades High School at that location. 

 

A Dec 12
th

, 1957 article Proposed a Reseda to the Sea Toll Road.  It discussed the difficulty of terminating the 

freeway before Pacific Coast Highway, as surface streets in the area could not handle the volume of traffic.  

And discussed that previous plans to use Rustic Canyon would require the taking of very expensive property, 

and right-of-way costs would be unusually high.  And the Temescal Canyon route interfered with the 

Palisades High School. 

 

An April 6
th

, 1958 article reported that the Toll Road concept was doubtful. 

An October 8
th

, 1961 article headlined “Reseda-to-Sea Freeway Stays on Low Priority”.  Occasional rumors 

that studies of the route would be resumed provoked a storm of protests by Palisades community leaders. 

 



A Mar 20
th

, 1998 Los 

Angeles Times article on 

the various Reseda-to-the-

Sea proposals states that the 

roadway idea was scrapped 

in 1977.  In that article, the 

map to the right shows the 

approximate planned route 

of Reseda-to the-Sea. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knudsen Parkway 

 

A March 3
rd

 1967 article (seen at right) named a 

proposed 15-mile strip of scenic highway from 

Devonshire to the 126 fwy near Castaic. 

 

A December 6
th

 

1973 article 

(partially show to 

the right), explains 

that the Knudsen 

Parkway would 

require the 

widening of 

Winnetka north of 

Devonshire to four 

lanes, and “would 

literally ruin” a 

nearly square mile of large estates.  And it was further discussed by councilmembers that “the proposed 

parkway goes through one of the most beautiful areas in all of the city, and to put a parkway through the 

middle of that area would be a travesty”. 

 


